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Managing a variety of businesses in California, including homestays,
an English conversation school and the Friends’ Network
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international marriage after language
study in Hawalii

In her 20s, Mrs. Aoi edited a movie magazine. In 1987 when she
was 27, she spent a year studying in Hawaii with the aim of
mastering English and expanding her scope of job opportunities. At
this time she homestayed with three American families, which
formed the point of origin for the person she is today.

It was the first time she had lived in another home, what's more in the
home of an American family. *“All three families happened to be open
and kind, and what's more they were lovely families, with the husband
and wife preserving their love relationship for good. In America, where
divorce is common nowadays, it was a rare experience.”

Eventually Mrs, Aoi became friendly with a student who had
come from California, and asked him about the university
environment on the U.S. mainland. After completing her study in
Hawaii she went to California and studied at the University of
California at Irvine, and married the student she had met in Hawaii,

When she finished studymg in Califomnia, the couple returned to
Japan for him to find out about Japan. They lived in her parents’
home in Nagoya and started English-conversation lessons in one room
of an apartment building. As many as 150 students gathered, and the
school flourished. The couple had a boy, Noah, and a girl Sara within
a short time of one another. Up to this point it was smooth sailing.

While Mrs. Aoi’s American husband was always popular with the
students, little by little his attitude changed markedly. While they
were in America he demonstrated a “ladies first” attitude, but after
they came to Japan he began to feel ai home as a domineering
husband. Feeling that things would not move smoothly if they
remained in Japan, the couple entrusted the lessons to another person
and returned to California in 1990.
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The California seaside town of Irvine enjoys a |
round balmy climate and is a beautiful and quiet 1
Mrs. Yukari Aoi lives there and runs a variei
businesses including the Friends' Network for Japa
resident in California to find friends and partr
homestays with American families for Japanese;
what's more an English-conversation school target:

those people. As a 36-year-old female, and also
mother of two children, she works energeticall,
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interchange between Japan and America.
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would live in Fapan for a long time, or return to California once again,

Living in Tokyo, she sent her two children to elementary school
and kindergarten. However, it was more difficult living in Japan than
she had expected. At elementary school and kindergarten there were
detailed regulations even for bags and notebooks, and she felt a sense
of being oppressed that she hadn't noticed until she left Japan. Her
children—whose faces Tooked like those of Americans—were often
asked if their father was an American, and they felt uneasy.

Mrs. Aoi looked for work but was wrmed down tme after time
because of age restrictions. If she couldn’t find work after reuming ©
Japan, all her efforts in America until that point would be wasted. Japan
is a society that puts priority on age rather than on career. Mrs, Aoi felt
that she could live feeling rest assured, but it was better to be free. Her
hushand too—acclimatized o American life after 15 years—felt out of
tune with Japanese business practices and quit his company, and in
October 1996, the family once again returned to the United States.

Feeling fulfilled with work that brings
people together

Her husband became the owner of a hamburger restaurant in
spring this year and is working non-stop. At the same time, Mrs. Aol
continues the Friends' Network, she has also started a homestay
business in a tie-up with a Japanese company. Irvine, where Mrs.
Aoi lives, is close to Los Angeles at only 40 minutes by car, but it is
safe and beautiful, with a university. It is a fine environment (o
which to bring Japanese people.

“If you want to know about American culture, superficial
knowledge won't do. Unless it is after you find out about that
country's way of thinking about things and the differences in customs
and culture, just studying English conversation will be useless,
Entering the homes of American people, you will be able find out
personally for the first ime what they are thinking, and their culture.”

The homestay options range from a one-week short stay including
guided sightseeing to a long-term stay of one year. In April this year,
Mrs. Aoi apened ICE (Irvine College of English) English conversation
school tarpeted mainly at people on long-term stays. Because tuition
fees are kept low and the school issues the “1-20” form necessary to get
a visa, student numbers and classes are increasing so smoothly that
there are also stdents that transfer from other schools.

“Both the Friends' Network and the homestays bring people
together, so I feel fulfilled” Mrs. Aoi looks forward to going to the
swimming pool and jacuzzi in the evening, and would like to keep
acting as a mediator across the Pacific Ocean, as she raises her
children to understand the culture of both Japan and America.
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